
  
 
 
  
        Rotterdam, March 23, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear athletes 
  
On Wednesday March 18, the board informed you of the consequences of the 
coronavirus for the NBBF competition program (see below). We also explained how we try 
to fairly compensate you for the costs incurred, without endangering the survival of our  
organization. 
 
We have noticed that there are still many questions about what this solution entails. 
We hereby try to reproduce it as accurately as possible. 
  
• The tickets that you have purchased for one of the games that are scheduled to take place 
this spring are valid until the summer of 2021. 
• This applies to both the athlete tickets and the coach tickets. 
• When you register online for a new competition, you do not have to pay anything. You 
only need to bring your registration or payment receipt with you to the registration. This 
also applies for the coaches. 
• If you are registered for the JBC 2020 or OR 2020, your registration will remain as normal.  
If you do not participate and you want to use your registration certificate for another 
contest, then please send an email to: juliettebergmann@ifbbnederland.nl  
• Visitor tickets are purchased directly from the theaters. These tickets are likely to be 
reimbursed by the theaters themselves. The NBBF cannot do anything about this. 
  
We realize that there is a lot of uncertainty about whether or not the Juliette Bergmann Cup  
will continue on April 26, 2020. At the moment we as NBBF are not in a position to make a 
decision about this. Should the contest not be able to proceed, we will be merging the JBC 
and the Open Rotterdam into one contest on May 17, 2020. 
  
Many of our members from the south, as well as other parts of the country, are currently 
experiencing anxious moments, due to illness or illness of loved ones. There are NBBF 
members who had to say goodbye to loved ones. The board sympathizes intensely with you. 
As a board we want to make an urgent appeal to all of you to follow as much as possible  
the RIVM guidelines. Every victim is one too much. 
  
Mail questions and / or comments to:  richardkien@ifbbnederland.nl 
Registration and modification / cancellation of registration via: 
juliettebergmann@ifbbnederland.nl  
Complaints can be submitted to:  wedstrijdcommissaris@ifbbnederland.nl  
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Sincerely 
  
On behalf of the NBBF board 
 
Richard Kien 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotterdam, March 18, 2020 
 
 
Dear athletes 
 
In response to the outbreak of the coronavirus in the Netherlands, the Dutch government 
decided on Thursday March 12 to ban all meetings with more than 100 people until March 
31. Due to this decision, the Orpheus theater was no longer able to host our competition. 
The board has struggled with the idea of doing the contest without an audience and in 
several smaller groups on March 15. It turned out to be impossible to realize this on such 
short notice. 
 
We have prepared an alternative program as soon as possible to keep the process clear for 
you, the athlete in preparation. Not an ideal situation, but at the time the best solution from 
the limited possibilities of the board. 
 
 
A second round of measures by the Dutch government followed on Sunday evening, which 
meant that the Open Rotterdam could not take place in addition to the Juliette Bergmann 
Cup. There was now enough time to organize an alternative phased contest without an 
audience. But now closing the gyms until April 5. turned out to be the biggest bottleneck. 
 
It is not possible to put athletes on a stage in early April when there is no gym open for three 
weeks. In addition, the board is of the opinion that we should take the corona issue more 
seriously than we might have initially. An athlete who is about to take the stage does not 
have the highest resistance and is more susceptible to illness than off-season. So it is better 



to follow the advice of the government and not to gather in a large group. 
 
 
Based on the available information, the board has made the following choices: 
 
Sunday 26. April  Juliette Bergmann Cup (c)  Theater aan de Schie 
Sunday 17. May Open Rotterdamse (b)  Isala Theater 
Sunday 28. June NK (a)     Theater Sneek 
 
 
 
If due to circumstances it would not be possible to organize the Juliette Bergmann Cup on 
Sunday April 26, the JBC and the Open Rotterdamse will be combined on Sunday May 17. 
All C athletes are then given the opportunity to participate in the B competition. All athletes 
who achieve a top 5 placement qualify for the A level. B athletes who do not reach the top 5, 
retain B status. C athletes who place outside the top 5 retain C status, unless the head jury, 
the commissioner and a representative of the board decide otherwise. If an athlete is clearly 
good enough for the B status but does not qualify due to the special circumstances, we will 
deviate from the rules. 
 
The board would like to be transparent about how we came to the current decision-making, 
because we had to weigh up some difficult considerations. 
 
 
To begin with, the board has contracts with theaters. These contracts are binding. Only 
when a theater cannot receive us due to a government decision, it is possible for us to move 
or cancel a contest. This applied to the theaters where we would organize the JBC and the 
OR and this applies to the theaters where we will be guests until the summer. 
 
When we look at April 26, it is not at all certain that the corona issue makes a contest  
possible. If we cancel the competition at this time, the costs of the theater will be borne by 
the NBBF. 
 
The NBBF is a financially healthy organization, but we do not have the options that an 
association such as the KNVB or the KNWU has. The NBBF works with a roughly balanced 
budget in which theater costs without income threaten the course of the competition in the 
rest of the season. 
 
 
It is also for this reason that the board has decided not to make refunds of registration and 
participation fees. Since a large part of this income has already been invested in the theaters 
and in the broadcasting of members to the European Championship, it is simply not possible 
to do this without jeopardizing the existence of the NBBF. 
 
 
Athletes will receive vouchers for participating in other NBBF competitions. If you no longer 
wish to participate in a contest, you can get vouchers for public tickets to visit one or more 



matches. You can arrange this from a later time via juliettebergmann@ifbbnederland.nl  
How to organize this will soon be mentioned on our website. (www.ifbbnederland.nl ) 
 
The board at all cost, wants to give its athletes a stage before the summer. When we can 
pick up the season on April 26, it is quite possible to achieve a good shape within three 
weeks of training. It will not be easy, but it is doable. 
 
 
The board realizes that with the decision not to make refunds we are seriously disappointing 
some of you. We deeply regret that. However, we owe it to our members to ensure the 
existence of the NBBF and to offer a podium to athletes who are preparing despite the very 
difficult conditions. 
 
Athletes who disagree with current decision-making may file a complaint with the contest 
commissioner. You can do this via wedstrijdcommissaris@ifbbnederland.nl  
 
 
You can communicate cancellations or match changes via:  
juliettebergmann@ifbbnederland.nl  The athletes who are now registered for the JBC and 
the OR will remain on the list until they unsubscribe via this email address. Athletes who 
were registered for the Isala or Summer Fitness Classic must communicate which alternative 
they choose. It doesn't matter which match you choose. The vouchers remain valid until the 
summer of 2021. 
 
General questions about all other matters can be mailed to richardkien@ifbbnederland.nl  
 
 
The board of the NBBF wants to appeal to all its members to show loyalty to your gym. 
Without the old-fashioned gyms and the gym owners, it would not be possible to practice 
our beautiful sport at the same level. Many of these people have been around for decades 
and have thus contributed to the development but also to the basic survival of our sport in 
competition form. Do not abandon these people during these difficult times. We realize that 
many of you may also be facing very difficult times due to corona issues. If possible, support 
your gym because only then will we be able to resume our sport together with all of us, very 
soon. 
 
Watch your health !! 
 
Now that we only start the competition season again on April 26. and the gyms are closed 
until April 5, it is even possible to sit back. Maybe a blessing in disguise. 
 
The board hopes to meet you all in perfect health at one of our contests. 
 
Sincerely,  on behalf of the NBBF board 
 
Richard Kien 
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